
CULTIVATING PROFESSIONALISM ACROSS NORTH CAROLINA
A RESOURCE TOOLKIT FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION STUDENTS & FACULTY



 SEEDS is NCAEYC’s initiative           
to connect with, engage, support, 
encourage, network with and 
advocate for students and faculty 
in early education departments 
within institutions of higher 
education across North Carolina.

 We hope you will find these 
resources helpful in your growth as 
an early childhood professional.

Welcome! 
And thanks for 
connecting.



 Click on a topic in the Table of Contents 
to go directly to that section in the toolkit.

 Return to the Table of Contents from the 
top right hand corner of any page.

 Hyperlinks* are embedded throughout 
the toolkit as blue, underlined text linking 
you to a wealth of online resources. 

 “Learn More” hyperlinks* provide 
additional resources to extend your 
learning and engagement.

*Hover over a hyperlink to show the weblink.

Using the

Resource Toolkit



• YOUR Professional Membership Organization

• NCAEYC EDUCATES, ADVOCATES, & MOTIVATES

• NCAEYC Gets You Connected

• NCAEYC’s History & Legacy

• Innovative Changes in 2017

• Birth – Age 8 Continuum

• NAEYC Position Statements

• Developmentally Appropriate Practice

• NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct

• Week of the Young Child™

• Milestones

• NCAEYC’s Annual Conference; Scholarship &Volunteer Opportunities

• Advocacy

• Power to the Profession Initiative

• NAEYC Accreditation

• Student Clubs 

• Student Internships

• NCAEYC Board of Directors and Staff

• Websites, Jobslink & Facebook

• Membership
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NCAEYC is YOUR professional 
membership organization! 

A defining feature of most professions is a national association with a 
state affiliate that: 
 Connects practitioners to each other and to resources
 Establishes standards, practices, principles, & a code of ethical conduct
 Defines and advances professional skills, knowledge & qualifications
 Creates resources & opportunities for advocacy 
 Fosters ongoing professional development                                              

and well-being through resources, trainings,                                           
networking and conferences

Return to 
Table of 
Contents

http://www.ncaeyc.org/


NCAEYC is YOUR professional 
membership organization! 

 NCAEYC is the state affiliate for NAEYC, the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children,  the oldest and largest membership 
association for professionals working with or on behalf of young children 
birth - age 8

 Together, NAEYC & NCAEYC serve members throughout their careers –
Emerging, Established, Experienced professionals

 Our members include educators, consultants,                         
administrators, researchers, faculty and students 

Return to 
Table of 
Contents

http://www.ncaeyc.org/
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Membership in one’s 
professional association 
lays the foundation for 
lifelong learning and 
professional growth 
and development.

Lifelong 
Learning

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



NCAEYC promotes and inspires                                    
high quality early care and                                
education in three primary ways:

We EDUCATE.

We ADVOCATE.

We MOTIVATE.
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NCAEYC gets 
you connected.

NCAEYC connects you to:
 Other professionals at the local, state                                                                                      

and national level that share your                                                                                       
commitment to quality early care and education for children

 Groups of members organized by geography, interests, needs and professional roles
 Resources and opportunities for professional growth and development
 Resources and opportunities to advocate on behalf of children, families and early 

childhood professionals
 An innovative organizational and membership structural transformation in 2017

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



NCAEYC ROCKS! 

“NCAEYC helps align our 
ethical commitment, 
mission, vision, research 
and practices in serving 
all children, families and 
professionals.”

-Tanya Dennis,       
NCAEYC Member

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



History and Legacy

Founded in 1953 
as Kindergarten 
Association of 
North Carolina

Handmade cover of 1955 Conference program

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



History and Legacy

A history             
& legacy of    

leadership and 
professionalism

Details and agenda for of 1958 Conference
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Table of 
Contents



Early adopters 
and informers 

of teaching 
standards

-1962 
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A history    
and legacy  

of professional 
development
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A History and Legacy 
of Advocacy  

“…expanding pre-school education 
was an aim of NCKA.”

-1964 

The Charlotte Observer   
Thursday, October 15, 1964
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History and Legacy

Always striving to grow 
and change as an 

organization dedicated to 
meeting the evolving 

needs of its diverse and 
inclusive membership

Cover of 1974 Conference program
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History and Legacy

Became state affiliate 
of NAEYC in 1974 

Return to 
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Stepping into a new organizational structure

In 2017, NCAEYC is 
launching new programs 
and a new structure 
designed to strengthen 
connections and 
engage members and 
leaders in innovative 
and impactful ways.

The future is ours to create.

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



Strengthening our connections 
to define our profession.

Return to 
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Contents



Defining professionalism & 
connecting our experiences

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



Strengthening our advocacy voice on behalf of 
children birth through age eight, their families and 
early education professionals

Return to 
Table of 
Contents



Why Birth through Age 8?
An Important Continuum

 The “0-8 Continuum” is grounded in brain research and theoretical models of what we know about 
children’s learning and development

 The developmental and learning needs of young children differ from the needs of older children and 
adults; young children need sensory-based, engaging experiences to build a foundation for language 
and learning

 The brain is the only body organ not fully formed at birth; Neural connections form most rapidly 0-8 
through “relationship-based, serve and return” interactions with responsive, caring, intentional adults

 The “moving, feeling, and learning” parts of the brain get wired together in a sequential pattern that can 
not be rushed and that provides strong neural pathways for lifelong learning and success

 Meaningful and relevant “whole child” experiences are essential to young children’s acquisition of 
knowledge and their capacity to show what they understand, can do, and are ready to learn next

 Intentional, play-based, developmentally appropriate experiences optimize young children’s early 
learning and growth 0-8 and are necessary to ensure children reach their fullest potential

Learn more: “Strengthening the Continuum”

Return to 
Table of 
Contents

http://www.naeyc.org/blogs/2014/03/Continuum


Guiding & Informing 
Practice 
NAEYC Position Statements
Position Statements 
articulate the Association's 
stance on issues related to 
early childhood education 
practice, policy, and/or 
professional development 
for which there are 
controversial or critical 
opinions. 
Position statements are 
developed through a 
consensus-building 
approach.

www.naeyc.org/positionstatements 

Return to 
Table of 
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http://www.naeyc.org/positionstatements
http://www.naeyc.org/positionstatements
http://www.naeyc.org/positionstatements


What is DAP?
DAP emphasizes:
 Predictable, sequential developmental milestones

 Children’s individual rate of development and unique 
temperament

 The essential importance of cultural context to inform responsive 
and respectful care, education and family engagement

 “Both/and” concepts that inform decision-making and 
teaching practice

 “Intentionality” - purposeful practice that promotes children’s 
optimal learning and development

Learn more:
 The Position Statement 

 3 Core Considerations 

 12 Principles of Child Development & Learning

 10 Effective DAP Teaching Strategies

 Explore the chronology of DAP

 Order the book and find related resources

• An NAEYC book by Copple & Bredekamp

• An NAEYC Position Statement

• A way of teaching & being with children

DAP is the foundation of 
all of NAEYC’s work

Defines a common,                                 
shared framework of                              
concepts and practices 
for early childhood                                     
educators

Grounded in both 
theory and research of 
how children develop 
and grow

Pronounced “D-A-P”                                  
instead of “dap”
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http://www.naeyc.org/positionstatements/dap
http://www.naeyc.org/dap/3-core-considerations
http://www.naeyc.org/dap/12-principles-of-child-development
http://www.naeyc.org/dap/10-effective-dap-teaching-strategies
http://www.naeyc.org/dap/faq/chronology
https://store.naeyc.org/


NAEYC Code of 
Ethical Conduct

Code of Ethical Conduct emphasizes:
Those who work with young children face  many daily 
decisions that have moral and ethical implications

Standards of ethical behavior in early care and education are 
based on a commitment to shared core values deeply rooted 
in the history of the field of early childhood care and 
education

A framework of four areas of responsibilities within professional 
relationships: 1) with children, 2) with families, 3) among 
colleagues, and 4) with the community and society

Learn more:
Code of Ethical Conduct: Conversations with 
Stephanie Feeney and Peter Pizzolongo 
Teaching the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct:   
A Resource Guide
Print, read & affirm the Statement of Commitment

• Guides professional practice

• Helps professionals better 
understand and manage 
dilemmas and problems

• Connects professionals in 
our field with a common 
understanding and shared 
commitment

• Tells those outside of our 
field what we stand for!

Return to 
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http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics
http://www.naeyc.org/books/teaching-naeyc-code-ethical-conduct
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The Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration each 
April hosted by the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young 
children, their teachers and families.
WOYC activities help focus public attention on the needs of 
young children and their families and to recognize the 
professionals, programs and services that help lay the 
foundation for children's success in school and life.
Learn more and get engaged:  
Overview
Plan events 
WOYC FAQ 
WOYC Activity Resources
NCAEYC Celebrates WOYC webinar
Submit a proclamation request to your college president & local leaders

Return to 
Table of 
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http://www.naeyc.org/woyc
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Milestones 
Milestones is NCAEYC’s digital publication, 
full of insightful articles and a treasure trove 
of linked resources to keep early childhood 
professionals informed and engaged to 
impact their early education practice.

Learn more:
Access past issues of Milestones

Interested in submitting a photo or article?  
Contact: generalinfo@ncaeyc.org or 
call NCAEYC at 919-510-5034.

www.ncaeyc.org/milestones

Return to 
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NCAEYC 
Annual Conference
Since 1953, NCAEYC has held an 
annual statewide conference for 
the purpose of connecting 
members to each other and to 
relevant research and resources.  
Attendees get connected to 
state and national leaders and 
trainers and to state-of-the-art 
content and practices.

Learn more and access Scholarship and 
Volunteer Applications: 
www.ncaeyc.org/conference

Return to 
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NCAEYC Conference 
connects you to 
other professionals 
committed to quality 
for children in a fun 
and engaging 
professional 
development 
experience.

Return to 
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Contents



NCAEYC Conference connects 
you to active learning!

Return to 
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NCAEYC’s Conference connects 
you to opportunities for advocacy!

Return to 
Table of 
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Advocacy 
NAEYC, along with its affiliates 
and members are leaders in 
promoting quality & 
professionalism in early 
childhood education. 
This leadership takes many 
forms, including public policy 
advocacy & communications. 

Return to 
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Advocacy is 
important at 
the national, 
state, and 
local levels 

www.naeyc.org/policy
www.naeyc.org/policy/advocacy

Return to 
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http://www.naeyc.org/policy
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Advocacy 
LEARN MORE:
EXPLORE NAEYC’S ADVOCACY 
TOOLKIT 
AND
EXPLORE NCAEYC’S ADVOCACY & 
PROFESSIONALISM TOOLKITS

SIGN UP FOR ACTION ALERTS:
NAEYC CHILDREN’S CHAMPIONS
AND
NC EARLY EDUCATION COALITION 
ACTION CENTER

Return to 
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http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/policy/toolkit.pdf
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Advocacy 
“Power to the 
Profession” is a national 
collaboration led by 
NAEYC and its affiliates 
to define the early 
childhood profession by 
establishing a unifying 
framework for career 
pathways, knowledge 
and competencies, 
qualifications, standards 
and compensation. www.naeyc.org/profession

Return to 
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NAEYC Accreditation
A Commitment to and Measure of Quality

 NAEYC strives to raise the quality of education for all children from birth through age 
eight. Accreditation systems are major part of NAEYC's efforts to improve early childhood 
education; they allow programs to provide the best learning experiences for young 
children and their educators by meeting national standards of quality.

 There are two types of NAEYC Accreditation, both voluntary: Accreditation of Early 
Learning Programs (for children) and Accreditation of Early Childhood Higher Education 
Programs (for Community College programs).

 NAEYC also recognizes high-quality baccalaureate and graduate programs, as part of a 
partnership with the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP).

 Although NCAEYC has no direct connection to and receives no financial gain from the 
Accreditation process, we fully support and encourage the continued and broadened 
efforts for programs to become NAEYC Accredited.

Learn more: NAEYC Accreditation

Return to 
Table of 
Contents

http://www.naeyc.org/accreditation


Students as advocates creating messages for 
policymakers about the importance of quality 
early care and education.

Return to 
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How to Start, Grow and Sustain an 
Early Childhood Education Club: 

Learn how to start or grow a club.

Early Childhood Education Clubs on college and university 
campuses provide enriching experiences for students.  

Clubs create unique opportunities to extend learning   
and to grow as a leader and as a member of a 
professional community.  

Use the resources in this SEEDS toolkit as agenda items   
you can explore together at club meetings.  

NCAEYC can connect clubs with professionals to be 
speakers at club meetings.  

Clubs can raise awareness on campuses about the 
importance of early childhood education.

Return to 
Table of 
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NCAEYC Student Internships

• Gain professional experience
• Develop leadership skills and assets
• Gain insights about the field of early childhood 

education
• Explore prospective career paths and opportunities
• Gain practical experience 
• Engage in opportunities to advocate
• Network with professionals across North Carolina
• Gain confidence in your abilities as a professional
Learn more:
Email generalinfo@ncaeyc.org or call 919-510-5034

Return to 
Table of 
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mailto:generalinfo@ncaeyc.org


“During my internship with NCAEYC,    
I really appreciated the opportunities 
that I was given to learn about the 
various aspects of the Early Childhood 
field which couldn't necessarily be 
taught in a course. My experiences 
were an extension of what I learned in 
my coursework and was an altogether 
invaluable experience!” 

-Paige M., Student Intern

Photo Credit: Carolina Portrait Pros LLC
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NCAEYC Board of Directors

NCAEYC is a nonprofit 501c3 that     
is overseen by a member-elected 
Board of Directors who assume the 
primary legal, fiscal and leadership 
responsibilities of the organization. 

Elections are held annually.

The Board’s volunteer service 
reflects exemplary commitment to 
our field and affords opportunities 
for leadership growth and 
development.

Meet the NCAEYC Board of 
Directors

Return to 
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http://ncaeyc.org/board-of-directors/


NCAEYC Staff

NCAEYC has two primary staff members 
who lead the organization along with 
support from part-time contract personnel. 

Contact NCAEYC’s staff at 
generalinfo@ncaeyc.org
or 919-510-5034.

Return to 
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Explore our website.

www.ncaeyc.org

Return to 
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Check out NCAEYC’s Jobslink.

Jobslink is NCAEYC’s online career opportunity portal.
Find your dream job through Jobslink! 

Return to 
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Explore NAEYC’s website.

www.naeyc.org

Return to 
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Like us on Facebook.

www.facebook.com/ncaeyc

Return to 
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Get engaged…
Show your commitment to excellence!

www.ncaeyc.org/membership www.ncaeyc.org/give-the-gift-of-professionalism
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NCAEYC is here to serve and connect!

Contact us at: 
generalinfo@ncaeyc.org
or call 919-510-5034

Return to 
Table of 
Contents

mailto:generalinfo@ncaeyc.org


Return to 
Table of 
Contents



NCAEYC and NAEYC are 
here to support and 
encourage you in your 
journey as an early childhood 
professional. 

We are delighted to get you 
connected to and engaged 
with other professionals and 

innovative resources to 
support your professional 

growth and development!
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